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IT IS THE SADDEST CHARACTERISTIC OF THE AVERAGE
UNDERGRADUATETHATHEISAPERSONOFNO CONSEQUENCE.
NOT THAT THIS DISTRESSING STATE OF AFFAIRS APPALS HIM;
HE RATHER DELIGHTS IN HIS OBSCURITY. UNENDOWED
WITH INITIATIVE, UNTROUBLED BY AMBITION, HE DRIFTS,
TOGETHER WITH THREE THOUSAND REPLICAS OF HIMSELF,
THROUGH THE SHORT YEARS OF HIS UNIVERSITY LIFE.
THEN COMES THE TIME WHEN, ARMED WITH A THIRD-
CLASS DEGREE AND A TASTE FOR BEER, HE LEAVES FOR A
PREPARATORY SCHOOL SITUATED (OF COURSE) IN A HEALTHY,
SECLUDED SPOT, THERE TO TEACH SMALL BOYS, WEARILY
AND IMPERFECTLY, THE RUDIMENTS OF MATHEMATICS. HE
HAS LEFT OXFORD AS HE ENTERED IT, SO DIM AS TO BE
SCARCELY VISIBLE.

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS IS A DAMNING AND
EVEN SLIGHTLY INSOLENT INDICTMENT; BUT IT IS MADE
ALL THE MORE SIGNIFICANT BY ITS APPARENT TRUTH. IT IS
ONLY NECESSARY TO COUNT UPON THE FINGERS OF ONE
HAND THE NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES OF
WHOM EVERYONE HAS HEARD TO REALISE HOW MANY
THOUSAND OTHERS PURSUE AN UNPROFITABLE EXISTENCE
IN IMPENETRABLE OBSCURITY.

THE REASON FOR THIS SELF-EFFACEMENT IS NOT FAR
TO SEEK. THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, DESIGNED BY DR.
ARNOLD TO MAKE SCHOOLBOYS BELIEVE IN GOD, HAS
PERVERSELY INDUCED THEM TO WORSHIP ATHLETICS. IT
HAS BRED IN THEM, TOO, AN UNQUESTIONING REGARD FOR
WHAT IS FAMILIAR AND AN AUTOMATIC CONTEMPT FOR
WHAT IS EXTRAORDINARY. SUCH AN ATTITUDE OF MIND,
FROM WHICH SPRINGS A PASSIONATE DESIRE TO EMULATE
ONE'S FELLOWS ONLY IN MUTUAL CONFORMITY, SAPS THE

INDIVIDUALITY OF MOST YOUNG MEN EVEN BEFORE THEY
HAVE LEFT SCHOOL. AND SO, FOR THESE UNFORTUNATES,
OXFORD IS BUT A CONTINUATION OF THEIR SCHOOL-
LIFE, A PLACE IN WHICH IT WOULD BE BAD FORM TO BE
CONSPICUOUS, A PLACE IN WHICH ONLY THE ECCENTRIC
WILL ENDEAVOUR TO EMERGE FROM THE RUT.

WE DEPLORE THIS MENTAL OUTLOOK; WE ARE ANXIOUS
THAT IN FUTURE IT SHALL NO LONGER PREVAIL. BUT, WHILE
WE EXHORT UNDERGRADUATES TO MAKE THE BEST OF THAT
ABILITY WHICH, WE ARE ASSURED, IS LATENT IN EVERY
MAN, WE DO NOT ENCOURAGE THEM TO SEEK NOTORIETY.
THE LAST OF THE ‘CELEBRITIES’, BORED AND BORING TO
THE END, HAS DEPARTED. WE WOULD NOT WELCOME THE
REGENERATION OF THE SPECIES. BUT EVEN THIS WE WOULD
COUNTENANCE RATHER THAN HAVE OXFORD FOR ALL TIME
A PRESERVE FOR MEDIOCRITIES.

THE PAST SIX WEEKS HAVE GIVEN THE FRESHMAN
AN OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO THE
ARDUOUS BUSINESS OF BEING AN UNDERGRADUATE.
NOW IS THE CRITICAL MOMENT: EITHER HE WILL EMBARK
UPON A CREDITABLE CAREER, OR ELSE HE WILL LAPSE INTO
OBSCURITY. WE REFUSE TO CONSIDER THE LAST POSSIBILITY;
IT IS UPON THE FORMER THAT WE INSIST. LET HIM WRITE,
DRAW, PAINT, SCULPT; LET HIM SPEAK AT THE UNION. OR,
IF HIS BRAIN WILTS AT THE PROSPECT OF THIS UNWONTED
EXERCISE, HE MAY ENGAGE IN LESS STRENUOUS PURSUITS.
LET HIM, THOUGH ONLY AS A LAST RESOURCE, BECOME
DISCREETLY ECCENTRIC AND PARADE THE STREETS IN A
LEOPARD-SKIN OR LEAD A PET LOBSTER DOWN THE HIGH. IT
SCARCELY MATTERS: IT IS ONLY ESSENTIAL THAT HE SHOULD
DO SOMETHING.
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